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was, the consideration of.proper methods to convert the
natives, against which some have set themselves with all
their might;1 the third is, what concerns pluralities, and
residence, which some have not patience to hear of. The
Lower House seem to have the matter more at heart; for
they have appointed committees during the recess, and are
doing something.

I cannot but admire, that you should be at a loss to find
what is the matter with those, that would neither allow
you, nor anyone else, to get any thing for the service of
the Church, or the public. It is, with submission, the silliest
query I ever found made by Dr. Swift You know there
are some, that would assume to themselves to be the only
churchmen and managers, and cannot endure that any-
thing should be done but by themselves, and in their own
way; and had rather that all good things proposed should
miscarry, than be thought to come from other hands than
their own; whose business is to lessen everybody else, and
obstruct whatever is attempted, though of the greatest
advantage to Church and State, if it be not from their
own party. And yet, so far as I have hitherto observed, I
do not remember an instance of their proposing, much less
prosecuting with success, anything for the public good,
They seem to have a much better hand at obstructing
others, and embarrassing affairs, than at proposing or
prosecuting any good design.

These seem as uneasy that more alterations are not made
here, as those you mention are with you. The reason is
very plain, they would fain get into employments, which
cannot be without removes; but I have often observed,
that none are more eager for posts, than such as are least
fit for them. I do not see how a new Parliament would
much mend things here; for there is little choice of men:
perhaps it might be for the worse, rebus sic stantibus\
though I always thought the honest part is, to allow the
people to speak their sense on the change of affairs by new
representatives. I do not find that those that have em-
barrassed the present, designed a new one; but they
thought the Commons so passive, that they might carry
what they pleased, whatever their design might be. If they
prosecute the present measures, I believe they will make
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